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Analytical Reading Unleashed: Delve Into Deeper Comprehension
Consider this: Abraham Lincoln, one of the most revered U.S. presidents, was known for his insatiable appetite for reading and learning.
He would spend countless hours studying and analyzing texts, ultimately using the knowledge he gained to navigate the tumultuous times during his presidency.
Imagine how your life could change if you unlocked the same power of analytical reading as Lincoln did.
In this article, we’ll explore the world of analytical reading and discover how it can elevate our minds and improve our understanding of the world around us.

[image: ]TLDR Summary
	Analytical reading involves actively engaging with a text, evaluating the author’s intent, main arguments, and underlying assumptions, leading to deeper comprehension.
	Developing analytical reading skills can enhance cognitive functions, such as attention, memory, and critical thinking , and promote overall brain health.
	Key strategies for honing analytical reading skills include pre-reading, active reading, and post-reading techniques, like setting a purpose, notetaking, summarizing, and reflecting on the material.
	Analytical reading is crucial in various contexts, from academia and professional development to leisure reading, and can boost creativity and problem-solving abilities.
	Analytical reading enhances personal growth and self-discovery by introducing readers to diverse perspectives, promoting a deeper understanding of the world and encouraging intellectual curiosity.

What is Analytical Reading?
Analytical reading is the art of actively engaging with a text, dissecting its structure and content, and extracting its deeper meanings.
This is in contrast to passive reading, where the reader merely skims the surface of the material.
As the great writer and philosopher Francis Bacon once said,
“Some books should be tasted, some devoured, but only a few should be chewed and digested thoroughly.”
In essence, analytical reading is that thorough digestion.
Components of Analytical Reading:
	Evaluating the author’s intent
	Identifying the author’s main arguments
	Recognizing underlying assumptions
	Drawing connections to other works

The Neuroscience Behind Analytical Reading
As a psychology dilettante, I can’t help but get excited when I consider the inner workings of the brain.
Analytical reading engages various cognitive functions, such as attention, memory, and critical thinking .
Research indicates that it can also enhance neural connections, leading to improved cognitive function and overall brain health.
So, not only are you becoming a more insightful reader, but you’re giving your brain a workout too.
Analytical Reading Strategies
Like a fine wine, analytical reading skills take time to develop.
Thankfully, there are numerous strategies that can help you hone these abilities…
Pre-reading Techniques
A) setting a purpose.
Before diving into a text, ask yourself why you’re reading it.
Is it to expand your knowledge or gain insights into a specific topic?
Establishing a purpose will help you focus your efforts and ensure you’re engaging with the text on a deeper level.
b) Inspecting the Material
Get a sense of the text’s structure by quickly scanning its headings, subheadings, and any illustrations.
This will give you a roadmap to follow as you delve into the material. This is also known as inspectional reading .
c) Formulating Questions
As the ancient philosopher Socrates so famously demonstrated, asking questions is a powerful tool for learning.
Develop a set of questions to guide your reading and keep you engaged with the material.
Active Reading Strategies
A) notetaking and highlighting.
As you read, take notes and highlight key points.
This not only helps you retain information but also allows you to easily revisit important concepts later.
b) Summarizing and Paraphrasing
Restate the author’s ideas in your own words.
This forces you to actively engage with the material and ensures you’re understanding the content on a deeper level.
c) Making Connections
Draw connections between the text and other works, historical events, or even your own experiences.
This will help you develop a more comprehensive understanding of the material.
Post-reading Strategies
A) reflecting on the material.
After completing the text, take a moment to reflect on what you’ve learned.
Consider how the author’s ideas connect with your existing knowledge and how they might influence your future thoughts.
b) Analyzing and Evaluating the Content
Critically assess the author’s arguments, considering their validity and any potential biases.
This is a crucial step in developing your analytical reading abilities.
c) Synthesizing Information
Combine the insights you’ve gained from the text with your existing knowledge to form new ideas and perspectives.
This synthesis is the ultimate goal of analytical reading , as it allows you to grow intellectually and creatively.
Analytical Reading Example
To provide a concrete example of analytical reading in action, let’s consider George Orwell’s classic novel, “1984.”
An analytical reader would not simply consume the story but would dissect its themes, such as the dangers of totalitarianism and the power of language.
They might draw connections to contemporary political situations or other dystopian works, such as Aldous Huxley’s “Brave New World.”
By engaging with the text on this deeper level, the reader gains a richer understanding of Orwell’s message and its relevance to the world today.
Analytical Reading Exercises
Practicing analytical reading skills is essential for improvement. Here are some exercises to help you flex those cognitive muscles:
	Pick a random passage from a book or article and write a brief summary of its main ideas.
	Choose a controversial topic and read two opposing viewpoints. Analyze and compare the authors’ arguments and biases.
	Read a classic work of literature and research the historical context in which it was written. Consider how this context might influence your interpretation of the text.

Tools to Aid Analytical Reading
There are numerous tools available that can help you develop your analytical reading abilities:
	Speed reading applications, like Spreeder or Readlax, can train your brain to process text more efficiently, allowing you to focus on analysis.
	Annotation tools, such as Diigo or Hypothesis, enable you to highlight and comment on text, fostering active engagement.
	Mind-mapping software, like XMind or MindMeister, can help you visually organize information and identify connections between ideas.

Analytical Reading in the Digital Age
In today’s information-saturated world, developing strong analytical reading skills is more important than ever.
These abilities enable you to navigate the vast sea of online content, discerning reliable sources from misinformation and extracting valuable insights.
Improving Analytical Reading in Different Contexts
Analytical reading is not limited to academia.
It is a versatile skill that can be applied to various areas of your life, from professional development to leisure reading:
	Academic reading: Analytical reading can help you excel in school by enabling you to engage more deeply with assigned texts and develop well-informed opinions.
	Professional reading: In the workplace, analytical reading can improve your decision-making and problem-solving abilities by allowing you to more thoroughly evaluate information.
	Leisure reading: Even when reading for pleasure, analytical reading can enrich your experience by helping you appreciate the nuances and complexities of a story.

Measuring Your Progress
As you work to develop your analytical reading skills, it’s important to track your progress and identify areas for improvement.
	Self-assessment techniques, like reflecting on your reading experiences or discussing texts with others, can help you gauge your growth.
	Analytical reading rubrics and benchmarks, which can be found online or in educational resources, provide a standardized framework for evaluating your abilities.
	Tracking improvement over time, such as by keeping a reading journal or setting specific goals, will help you stay motivated and focused on your development.

The Impact of the Technique on Creativity and Problem-Solving
Developing strong analytical reading skills can also boost your creativity and problem-solving abilities.
By engaging deeply with texts, you expose yourself to diverse perspectives and novel ideas.
This, in turn, can stimulate your own creative thinking and enhance your ability to approach challenges in innovative ways.
As the renowned writer Marcel Proust once said,
“The only real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes but in having new eyes.”
Famous Thinkers on the Importance of Analytical Reading
Throughout history, many influential thinkers have recognized the value of deep reading :
René Descartes: “The reading of all good books is like a conversation with the finest minds of past centuries.” Virginia Woolf: “The only advice, indeed, that one person can give another about reading is to take no advice, to follow your own instincts, to use your own reason, to come to your own conclusions.” Mortimer J. Adler: “In the case of good books, the point is not to see how many of them you can get through, but rather how many can get through to you.”
Personal Growth and Self-Discovery
By fostering a deeper understanding of the world and the people within it, analytical reading can contribute to your personal growth and self-discovery.
Engaging with a wide range of texts can expose you to new ideas and perspectives that challenge your existing beliefs and expand your horizons.
In this way, analytical reading can be a transformative experience, ultimately leading to a more fulfilling and meaningful life.
Unlocking the power of this approach can enhance your reading comprehension, just as it did for great thinkers like Abraham Lincoln.
By engaging with texts on a deeper level, you’ll not only boost your brain health but also gain valuable insights and a richer understanding of the world around you.
So, embrace your inner analytical reader and embark on your own intellectual adventure today.
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[image: importance of analytical and critical thinking for reading and writing]“Citizens of modern societies must be good readers to be successful. Reading skills do not guarantee success for anyone, but success is much harder to come by without being a skilled reader. The advent of the computer and the Internet does nothing to change this fact about reading. If anything, electronic communication only increases the need for effective reading skills and strategies as we try to cope with the large quantities of information made available to us.”      –William Grabe
The importance of reading as a literacy skill is without a doubt. It is essential for daily life navigation and academic success. Reading for daily life navigation is relatively easier, compared to academic reading. Think about the kinds of reading you did in elementary and high school (e.g., story books, picture books, textbook chapters, literary works, online information, lecture notes, etc.).
Now think about what you were expected to do with your reading at school (e.g., memorize, summarize, discuss, pass a test, apply information, or write essays or papers).
Research shows that what you expect to do with a text affects how you read it.
–Bartholomae & Petrosky (1996)
So, reading is not always the same; you read school texts differently than the texts you choose outside of school tasks. Furthermore, there are many external and internal factors that influence how you interpret and use what you read. Much depends on your background (e.g., cultural participation in communities, identity, historical knowledge), and the context in which you are reading. Classrooms and teachers certainly have an influence. The teaching methods used by your instructor, the texts your instructor chooses, and expectations of student performance on assignments all affect how you read and what you do to accomplish an assignment.
Different levels of education also emphasize different types of reading. For example, in primary or secondary education, you learn what is known, so you focus on correctness, memorization of facts, and application of facts. In higher education, although you might still be required to understand and memorize information, you expand what is known by examining ideas and creating new knowledge. In those processes at different levels, reading has been used for different purposes.
Multilingual reading and writing expert William Grabe has identified six different purposes:
	Reading to search for information (scanning and skimming)
	Reading for quick understanding (skimming)
	Reading to learn
	Reading to integrate information
	Reading to evaluate, critique, and use information
	Reading for general comprehension (in many cases, reading for interest or reading to entertain)

In college, reading to evaluate, critique, and use information is the most practiced and tested skill. But what does it mean? Reading to evaluate, critique, and use information is related to critical reading.
Definition of Critical Reading
Critical reading is a more ACTIVE way of reading. It is a deeper and more complex engagement with a text. Critical reading is a process of analyzing, interpreting and, sometimes, evaluating. When we read critically, we use our critical thinking skills to QUESTION both the text and our own reading of it. Different disciplines may have distinctive modes of critical reading (scientific, philosophical, literary, etc).
[Source: Duncan , n.d., Critical Reading ]
Critical reading does not have to be all negative. The aim of critical reading is not to find fault but to assess the strength of the evidence and the argument. It is just as useful to conclude that a study, or an article, presents very strong evidence and a well-reasoned argument, as it is to identify the studies or articles that are weak.
[Source: What is critical reading? ]
There’s No Reason to Eat Animals by Lindsay Rajt
If we care about the environment and believe that kindness is a virtue-as we all say that we do–a vegan diet is the only sensible option. The question becomes: Why eat animals at all?
Animals are made of flesh, bone, and blood, just as you and I are. They form friendships, feel pain and joy, grieve for lost loved ones and are afraid to die. One cannot profess to care about animals while tearing them away from their friends and families and cutting their throats–or paying someone else to do it–simply to satisfy a fleeting taste for flesh.
[adapted from Pattison, 2015, Critical Reading: English for Academic Purposes for instructional purposes ]
What is your position on the issue?
Do you think that the language used helps the audience? How?
How does the language use affect your evaluation of the issue?
Obesity: A Public Health Failure? By Tavis Glassman PhD, MPH, MCHES, Jennifer Glassman M.A., CCC-SLP, and Aaron J. Diehr, M.A.
Obesity rates continue to increase, bringing into question the efficacy of prevention and treatment efforts. While intuitively appealing, the law on weight gain focusing on calories is too simplistic because calories represent only one factor on issues of weight management. From a historical perspective, the recommendation to eat a low fat, high carbohydrate diet may have been the wrong message to promote, thereby making the obesity situation worse. Suggestions to solve the issues of obesity include taxing, restricting advertising, and reducing the use of sugar. Communities must employ these and other strategies to decrease sugar use and reduce obesity rates.
How would you describe the authors’ educational background?
How does the authors’ background affect your evaluation of the argument?
Students Want More Mobile Devices in Classroom by Ellis Booker
Released last week, the Student Mobile Device Survey reveals that students almost unanimously believe mobile technology will change education and make learning more fun. The survey, which collected the responses of 2,350 US students, was conducted for learning company Pearson by Harris Interactive.
According to the survey, 92% of elementary, middle and high school students believe mobile devices will change the way students learn in the future and make learning more fun (90%). A majority (69%) would like to use mobile devices more in the classroom.
The survey results also contained some surprises. For example, college students in math and science are much more likely to use technology for learning, and researchers expected to see this same pattern in the lower grades.
Are you convinced by the survey results? Why?
Color Scheme Associations in Context
The colors you surround yourself with at work are also important as they make a difference in how you are perceived by members of the public. Traditional workplaces still use dark colors such as navy blue, forest green, and chocolate brown to give clients a sense of seriousness and professionalism.
Think about it: which accountant would you choose to prepare your tax return: the one whose office has navy blue drapes and lamps and a maritime scene on the wall or the one whose office is painted in hot pink with a cartoon character on the wall? An online survey of lawyers carried out by Legal Scene magazine showed that of 287 respondents, 38 percent chose a navy blue color scheme for their office; 32 percent chose brown; 19 percent chose forest green; 7 percent chose burgundy; and only 4 percent chose red, pink or orange (Perkins, 2013).
What kind of bias might be implicated in this survey?
What is your personal experience?
These practices do not ask you to memorize or summarize the information you read, but instead, they ask you to provide your opinions and judgment. To answer those questions, you need to engage in critical reading, a form of active reading.
Active reading, which predominates college-level reading, means reading with the purpose of getting a deeper understanding of the texts you are reading and being engaged in the actions of analyzing, questioning, and evaluating the texts. In other words, instead of accepting the information given to you, you challenge its value by examining the source of the information and the formation of an argument.
The difference in how you read falls into two broad categories:
(Source: Reading Critically ]
Reading critically and actively is essential for college students. But what does critical reading look like in actual practice? Here are the steps that you can follow to do the critical reading.
Step 1:  Understand the purpose of your reading and be selective
As college students, you are very busy with your daily coursework. A freshman usually takes four to five courses or even six courses per semester. This means you have tons of reading to do every week. Getting to know the purpose of the reading assignments can save you time as your reading is more targeted. Remember you do not have to read a whole chapter or book. What you can do is through scanning to determine the sections that are useful for you and then read the parts carefully.
Step 2:  Evaluate the reading text
While reading a text, you need to question/analyze/evaluate the text by considering the following:
	Assess whether a source is reliable (Read around the text for the title, author, publisher, publication date, good/bad examples, tones, etc.)
	Distinguish between facts and opinions (Scan for any evidence)
	Recognize multiple opinions in a text
	Infer meaning when it is not directly stated
	Agree or disagree with what you read
	Consider the relevance of the text to your task
	Consider what is missing from a text

It may well be necessary to read passages several times to gain a full understanding of texts and be able to evaluate the source. In this process, you can underline, highlight, or circle important parts and points, take notes, or add comments in the margins.
Critical reading often involves re-reading a text multiple times, putting our focus on different aspects of the text. The first time we read a text, we may be focused on getting an overall sense of the information the author is presenting – in other words, simply understanding what they are trying to say. On subsequent readings, however, we can focus on how the author presents that information, the kinds of evidence they provide to support their arguments (and how convincing we find that evidence), the connection between their evidence and their conclusions, etc.
[Source: Lane, 2021, Critical Thinking for Critical Writing ]
Step 3:  Document your reading and form your own argument
After you finish reading a text, sort out your notes and keep track of the sources you have read on the topic you are exploring. After you read several sources, you might be able to form your own argument(s) and use the sources as evidence for your argument(s).
In college, critical reading usually leads to critical writing.
Critical writing comes from critical reading. Whenever you have to write a paper, you have to reflect on various written texts, think and interpret research that has previously been carried out on your subject. With the aim of writing your independent analysis of the subject, you have to critically read sources and use them suitably to formulate your argument. The interpretations and conclusions you derive from the literature you read are the stepping stones towards devising your own approach.
[Source: Does Critical Reading Influence Academic Writing? ]
In a word, through critical reading, you form your own argument(s), and the evidence used to support your argument(s) is usually from the texts that you read critically. The Source Essay Writing Service explains how critical reading influences academic writing.
How does critical reading influence your writing skills?
Once you start reading texts critically, you develop an understanding of how to write research papers. Here are some practical tips that will help you in academic writing:
	Examine introductions and conclusions of the texts while critical reading so when you write an independent content, you would be able to decide how to focus your critical work.
	When you highlight or take notes from a text, make sure you focus on the argument. The way the author explains the analytical progress, the concepts used, and arriving at conclusions will help you to write your own facts and examples in an interesting way.
	By closely reading the texts, you will be able to look for the patterns that give meaning, purpose, and consistency to the text. The way the arguments are presented in paragraphs will aid you in structuring information in your writing.
	When you critically read a text, you are able to learn how an argument is placed in the text. Try to understand how you can use this placement strategy in academic writing. Paying attention to the context is an important aspect that you learn from critical reading.
	While reading a text, you will notice that the author has given the due credit to the sources used or the references that were consulted. This will help you in understanding how you can cite sources and quotes in your content.
	Critical reading skills enhance your way of thinking and writing skills. The more you read, the better is your knowledge and vocabulary. It is important to use the precise words to express your meaning. You can learn new words and improve your writing by reading as many texts as you can.

Activity 1: Discuss the following questions with your group
	A website from the United Nations Educational, Scientific ad Cultural Organization (UNESCO) gives some statistics about the level of education reached by young women in Indonesia. Is this a reliable source?
	You find an interesting article about addiction to online gambling. The article has some interesting statistics, but it was published ten years ago. Is it worth using?
	You find a book about World War II that presents a different opinion from your other sources. What would you like to know about the author before you decide whether or not to take him seriously?
	An article tells you that research into space exploration is a waste of money. Do you think this article is presenting facts or opinions? How can you tell? What might you look for in the article?
	You find some research that states that people who own dogs generally live longer lives than those who do not. The author has some convincing arguments, but you are not sure whether or not she has enough evidence. How mush is enough?
	A newspaper article tells you about human rights abuses in a certain country. The writer of this article has never visited the country in question; his claims are based on interviews with other people. How would you evaluate his information?
	You find two websites about the use of seaweed as a source of energy. One is full of long words and complicated sentences; the other uses simple, clear language. Is the first one a more reliable source?
	You have read nine different articles that tell you that there is no connection between wealth and happiness. The tenth article gives the opposite opinion: rich people are happier than those who are poor. What questions would you ask yourself about this article before you decide whether or not to consider it?

Activity 2: Reading for analyzing styles
Please read the news and discuss the importance of the graphs in supporting the arguments of the text.
Gender Pay Gap in U.S. Held Steady in 2020
By amanda barroso and anna brown.
The gender gap in pay has remained relatively stable in the United States over the past 15 years or so. In 2020, women earned 84% of what men earned, according to a Pew Research Center analysis of median hourly earnings of both full- and part-time workers. Based on this estimate, it would take an extra 42 days of work for women to earn what men did in 2020.
As has been the case in recent decades, the 2020 wage gap was smaller for workers ages 25 to 34 than for all workers 16 and older. Women ages 25 to 34 earned 93 cents for every dollar a man in the same age group earned on average. In 1980, women ages 25 to 34 earned 33 cents less than their male counterparts, compared with 7 cents in 2020. The estimated 16-cent gender pay gap among all workers in 2020 was down from 36 cents in 1980.

[image: importance of analytical and critical thinking for reading and writing]The U.S. Census Bureau has also analyzed the gender pay gap, though its analysis looks only at full-time workers (as opposed to full- and part-time workers). In 2019, full-time, year-round working women earned 82% of what their male counterparts earned, according to the Census Bureau’s most recent analysis.
Why does a gender pay gap still persist?
Much of this gap has been explained by measurable factors such as educational attainment, occupational segregation and work experience. The narrowing of the gap is attributable in large part to gains women have made in each of these dimensions.
Even though women have increased their presence in higher-paying jobs traditionally dominated by men, such as professional and managerial positions, women as a whole continue to be over-represented in lower-paying occupations relative to their share of the workforce. This may contribute to gender differences in pay.

[image: importance of analytical and critical thinking for reading and writing]Other factors that are difficult to measure, including gender discrimination, may also contribute to the ongoing wage discrepancy. In a 2017 Pew Research Center survey , about four-in-ten working women (42%) said they had experienced gender discrimination at work, compared with about two-in-ten men (22%). One of the most commonly reported forms of discrimination focused on earnings inequality. One-in-four employed women said they had earned less than a man who was doing the same job; just 5% of men said they had earned less than a woman doing the same job.
Motherhood can also lead to interruptions in women’s career paths and have an impact on long-term earnings. Our 2016 survey of workers who had taken parental, family or medical leave in the two years prior to the survey found that mothers typically take more time off than fathers after birth or adoption. The median length of leave among mothers after the birth or adoption of their child was 11 weeks, compared with one week for fathers. About half (47%) of mothers who took time off from work in the two years after birth or adoption took off 12 weeks or more.
Mothers were also nearly twice as likely as fathers to say taking time off had a negative impact on their job or career. Among those who took leave from work in the two years following the birth or adoption of their child, 25% of women said this had a negative impact at work, compared with 13% of men.

[image: importance of analytical and critical thinking for reading and writing][Source: https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/05/25/gender-pay-gap-facts/ ]
Activity 3: Reading for arguments
What’s the main argument of the poem?
Fire and Ice
By robert frost, some say the world will end in fire, some say in ice. from what i’ve tasted of desire i hold with those who favor fire. but if it had to perish twice, i think i know enough of hate to say that for destruction ice is also great and would suffice..
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Advice and resources to help you develop your critical voice.
Developing critical thinking skills is essential to your success at University and beyond.  We all need to be critical thinkers to help us navigate our way through an information-rich world. 
Whatever your discipline, you will engage with a wide variety of sources of information and evidence.  You will develop the skills to make judgements about this evidence to form your own views and to present your views clearly.
One of the most common types of feedback received by students is that their work is ‘too descriptive’.  This usually means that they have just stated what others have said and have not reflected critically on the material.  They have not evaluated the evidence and constructed an argument.
What is critical thinking?
Critical thinking is the art of making clear, reasoned judgements based on interpreting, understanding, applying and synthesising evidence gathered from observation, reading and experimentation. Burns, T., & Sinfield, S. (2016)  Essential Study Skills: The Complete Guide to Success at University (4th ed.) London: SAGE, p94.
Being critical does not just mean finding fault.  It means assessing evidence from a variety of sources and making reasoned conclusions.  As a result of your analysis you may decide that a particular piece of evidence is not robust, or that you disagree with the conclusion, but you should be able to state why you have come to this view and incorporate this into a bigger picture of the literature.
Being critical goes beyond describing what you have heard in lectures or what you have read.  It involves synthesising, analysing and evaluating what you have learned to develop your own argument or position.
Critical thinking is important in all subjects and disciplines – in science and engineering, as well as the arts and humanities.  The types of evidence used to develop arguments may be very different but the processes and techniques are similar.  Critical thinking is required for both undergraduate and postgraduate levels of study.
What, where, when, who, why, how?
Purposeful reading can help with critical thinking because it encourages you to read actively rather than passively.  When you read, ask yourself questions about what you are reading and make notes to record your views.  Ask questions like:
	What is the main point of this paper/ article/ paragraph/ report/ blog?
	Who wrote it?
	Why was it written?
	When was it written?
	Has the context changed since it was written?
	Is the evidence presented robust?
	How did the authors come to their conclusions?
	Do you agree with the conclusions?
	What does this add to our knowledge?
	Why is it useful?

Our web page covering Reading at university includes a handout to help you develop your own critical reading form and a suggested reading notes record sheet.  These resources will help you record your thoughts after you read, which will help you to construct your argument. 
Reading at university
Developing an argument
Being a university student is about learning how to think, not what to think.  Critical thinking shapes your own values and attitudes through a process of deliberating, debating and persuasion.   Through developing your critical thinking you can move on from simply disagreeing to constructively assessing alternatives by building on doubts.
There are several key stages involved in developing your ideas and constructing an argument.  You might like to use a form to help you think about the features of critical thinking and to break down the stages of developing your argument.
Features of critical thinking (pdf)
Features of critical thinking (Word rtf)
Our webpage on Academic writing includes a useful handout ‘Building an argument as you go’.
Academic writing
You should also consider the language you will use to introduce a range of viewpoints and to evaluate the various sources of evidence.  This will help your reader to follow your argument.  To get you started, the University of Manchester's Academic Phrasebank has a useful section on Being Critical. 
Academic Phrasebank
Developing your critical thinking
Set yourself some tasks to help develop your critical thinking skills.  Discuss material presented in lectures or from resource lists with your peers.  Set up a critical reading group or use an online discussion forum.  Think about a point you would like to make during discussions in tutorials and be prepared to back up your argument with evidence.
For more suggestions:
Developing your critical thinking - ideas (pdf)
Developing your critical thinking - ideas (Word rtf)
Published guides
For further advice and more detailed resources please see the Critical Thinking section of our list of published Study skills guides.
Study skills guides  
Academic Writing: Critical Thinking & Writing
	Academic Writing
	Planning your writing
	Structuring your assignment
	Critical Thinking & Writing
	Building an argument
	Reflective Writing
	Summarising, paraphrasing and quoting

Critical Thinking
One of the most important features of studying at university is the expectation that you will engage in thinking critically about your subject area. 
Critical thinking involves asking meaningful questions concerning the information, ideas, beliefs, and arguments that you will encounter. It requires you to approach your studies with a curious, open mind, discard preconceptions, and interrogate received knowledge and established practices.
Critical thinking is key to successfully expressing your individuality as an independent learner and thinker in an academic context. It is also a valuable life skill. 
Critical thinking enables you to:
	Evaluate information, its validity and significance in a particular context.
	Analyse and interpret evidence and data in response to a line of enquiry.
	Weigh-up alternative explanations and arguments.
	Develop your own evidence-based and well-reasoned arguments.
	Develop well-informed viewpoints.
	Formulate your own independent, justifiable ideas.
	Actively engage with the wider scholarship of your academic community.

Writing Critically
Being able to demonstrate and communicate critical thinking in your written assignments through critical writing is key to achieving academic success. 
Critical writing can be distinguished from descriptive writing which is concerned with conveying information rather than interrogating information. Understanding the difference between these two styles of academic writing and when to use them is important.
The balance between descriptive writing and critical writing will vary depending on the nature of the assignment and the level of your studies. Some level of descriptive writing is generally necessary to support critical writing. More sophisticated criticality is generally required at higher levels of study with less descriptive content. You will continue to develop your critical writing skills as you progress through your course.
Descriptive Writing and Critical Writing
	Descriptive Writing
	Critical Writing
	Examples of Critical Writing

Descriptive writing demonstrates the knowledge you have of a subject, and your knowledge of what other people say about that subject.  Descriptive writing often responds to questions framed as ‘what’ , ‘where’ , ‘who’ and ‘when’ .
Descriptive writing might include the following:
	Description of what something is or what it is about (an account, facts, observable features, details): a topic, problem, situation, or context of the subject under discussion.
	Description of where it takes place (setting and context), who is involved and when it occurs. 
	Re-statement or summary of what others say about the topic.
	Background facts and information for a discussion.

Description usually comes before critical content so that the reader can understand the topic you are critically engaging with.
Critical writing requires you to apply interpretation, analysis, and evaluation to the descriptions you have provided. Critical writing often responds to questions framed as ‘how’ or ‘why’ . Often, critical writing will require you to build an argument which is supported by evidence. 
Some indicators of critical writing are:
	Investigation of positive and negative perspectives on ideas
	Supporting ideas and arguments with evidence, which might include authoritative sources, data, statistics, research, theories, and quotations
	Balanced, unbiased appraisal of arguments and counterarguments/alternative viewpoints
	Honest recognition of the limitations of an argument and supporting evidence
	Plausible, rational, convincing, and well-reasoned conclusions 

Critical writing might include the following:
	Applying an idea or theory to different situations or relate theory to practice. Does the idea work/not work in practice? Is there a factor that makes it work/not work? For example: 'Smith's (2008) theory on teamwork is effective in the workplace because it allows a diverse group of people with different skills to work effectively'.
	Justifying why a process or policy exists. For example: 'It was necessary for the nurse to check the patient's handover notes because...'
	Proposing an alternative approach to view and act on situations. For example: 'By adopting a Freirian approach, we could view the student as a collaborator in our teaching and learning'. Or: 'If we had followed the NMC guidelines we could have made the patient feel calm and relaxed during the consultation'.
	Discussion of the strengths and weaknesses of an idea/theory/policy. Why does this idea/theory/policy work? Or why does this idea not work? For example: 'Although Smith's (2008) theory on teamwork is useful for large teams, there are challenges in applying this theory to teams who work remotely'. 
	Discussion of how the idea links to other ideas in the field (synthesis). For example: 'the user experience of parks can be greatly enhanced by examining Donnelly's (2009) customer service model used in retail’.
	Discussion of how the idea compares and contrasts with other ideas/theories. For example: ‘The approach advocated by the NMC differs in comparison because of factor A and factor C’.
	Discussion of the ‘’up-to-datedness” and relevance of an idea/theory/policy (its currency). For example: 'although this approach was successful in supporting the local community, Smith's model does not accommodate the needs of a modern global economy'. 
	Evaluating an idea/theory/policy by providing evidence-informed judgment. For example: 'Therefore, May's delivery model should be discontinued as it has created significant issues for both customers and staff (Ransom, 2018)'.
	Creating new perspectives or arguments based on knowledge. For example: 'to create strong and efficient buildings, we will look to the designs provided by nature. The designs of the Sydney Opera House are based on the segments of an orange (Cook, 2019)'. 

Further Reading
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4 The importance of critical thinking and analysis in academic studies
The aim of critical thinking is to try to maintain an objective position. When you think critically, you weigh up all sides of an argument and evaluate its strengths and weaknesses. So, critical thinking entails: actively seeking all sides of an argument, testing the soundness of the claims made, as well as testing the soundness of the evidence used to support the claims.
Box 1 What ‘being critical’ means in the context of critical thinking
Critical thinking is not :
	restating a claim that has been made
	describing an event
	challenging peoples’ worth as you engage with their work
	criticising someone or what they do (which is made from a personal, judgemental position).

Critical thinking and analysis are vital aspects of your academic life – when reading, when writing and working with other students.
While critical analysis requires you to examine ideas, evaluate them against what you already know and make decisions about their merit, critical reflection requires you to synthesise different perspectives (whether from other people or literature) to help explain, justify or challenge what you have encountered in your own or other people’s practice. It may be that theory or literature gives us an alternative perspective that we should consider; it may provide evidence to support our views or practices, or it may explicitly challenge them.
You will encounter a number of activities and assignments in your postgraduate studies that frequently demand interpretation and synthesis skills. We introduced such an activity in Session 1 (Activity 3). Part of this requires use of ‘higher-order thinking skills’, which are the skills used to analyse and manipulate information (rather than just memorise it). In the 1950s, Benjamin Bloom identified a set of important study and thinking skills for university students, which he called the ‘thinking triangle’ (Bloom, 1956) (Figure 1). Bloom’s taxonomy can provide a useful way of conceptualising higher-order thinking and learning. The six intellectual domains, their descriptions and associated keywords are outlined in Table 1.

[image: A pyramid with the words showing levels of intellectual skill]This figure shows a pyramid with the following words, from top to bottom: evaluation (assessing theories; comparison of ideas; evaluating outcomes; solving; judging; recommending; rating), synthesis (using old concepts to create new ideas; design and invention; composing; imagining; inferring; modifying; predicting; combining), analysis (identifying and analysing patterns; organisation of ideas; recognising trends), application (using and applying knowledge; using problem solving methods; manipulating; designing; experimenting), comprehension (understanding; translating; summarising; demonstrating; discussing), knowledge (recall of information; discovery; observation; listing; locating; naming).
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The importance of critical thinking in writing (and how to apply it).

[image: Woman_Using_laptop_writing_importance_of_Critical_Thinking_When_Writing - Illustration]Developing unique ideas for writing and writing a story worth reading can be challenging. Even when the ideas for writing are already in your head, writing requires research, organization, and a great deal of creativity. But, you already knew that, right?
What many people don’t know or don't realize, however, is that all those processes for effective writing depend on how well you’ve developed your critical thinking skills.
According to the Texas A&M University Writing Center, critical thinking is "the ability to view any object of study from multiple perspectives, to recognize the cultural, ideological, and cognitive frames (or schemata) we bring to understanding."
You can learn everything about story structure and all the rules that come with it such as formatting, language and grammar rules , but applying your ideas effectively in an actual piece of writing requires critical thinking.
Critical thinking is what glues all of the writing processes together and defines your writing style . 
Critical Thinking Informs All Good Writing

[image: laptop-texts-writing.jpg]The best writers are those who think critically and may have even undergone some form of critical thinking training . The value of critical thinking is clear thought-processing, which results in well-developed plots and writings. When you need to write a story that reads well and avoids plot holes and inconsistencies , honing your critical thinking is necessary.
You can perform the research necessary for a story and plan to finish with a strong conclusion. But, when you don’t apply critical thinking in your story, your ideas risk coming across as ambiguous or not well thought out. This is because you can’t really plan out your arguments or provide the story’s premises effectively without critical thinking.
Critical thinking in writing is related to research in the way you deliberately search, analyze and evaluate ideas that you'll put on paper. However, critical thinking discriminates information and ideas to ensure you pick and use only the most appropriate, concise words and paragraphs that deliver messages powerfully and with great impact on readers.
Reserchers have also come to understand that critical thinking is in itself a habit and a skill, something which you can practice, polish, and develop.
Hone Your Critical Thinking Skills
To consciously direct and hone your critical thinking skills, you’ll need to answer some basic questions before writing your story: 
	How good is my argument or story idea?
	Is my argument or idea defensible and valid?
	Am I using a rational, reasonable position on the idea or issue?
	What should I use to best present this idea and deal with its complexity?
	Should I go deep into the topic or only touch upon the key issues lightly?
	Should I address any other points of view, and which ones?
	What are my goals with the story?
	What sources of information should I consult?
	What's the best way to present the information?

When asking (and answering) these questions, your analytical skills and quality of answers will depend greatly on the clarity of your thoughts, sources, and intentions. Once that's done sufficiently, you can apply it all to your writing.
8 Ways to Apply Critical Thinking in Your Writing

[image: man_holding_pen__papers_writing.jpg]To make sure you write your story based on sound critical thinking, use these handy tips:
1. Research by questioning everything
Not all of the sources you will be using for your story, research, and critical analysis will be accurate or even relevant. Thinking critically means that you should question all your sources and be careful about the acquisition of data you’ll use in your story.
To write critically, you must examine every little piece of information before using it; validate and parse as part of your research . Basically, you need a rather active, critical and detailed approach throughout the accumulation of information.
2. Scrutinize your method of gathering information
Before you use any of the evidence or information you have found during the  research for your story , look at the method for its gathering.
Think of sources you plan to use and places where you can find them. But, most importantly, think of the sources’ credibility and whether or not you can ascertain this.
Only use information that is reliable in your stories.
3. Stay true to the evidence
Before you jump into any conclusions, examine the evidence and the unbiased direction it is pointing towards.
Carefully examining the evidence for your ideas will help you find information that is valid, and any other information you might have missed out on an argument of big importance.
To avoid turning your story into a poorly written one, stay true to the evidence you’ve collected. Also consider the evidence itself in detail.
Is the evidence too broad? Does it have too many details? Are there any other explanations you can provide for it? Do you have enough evidence to support your arguments? Use only the most appropriate and accurate evidence.
4. Eliminate truisms and tautologies
Truism is a truth that is self-evident, while tautology is a statement that repeats the same thing. Both create redundancy that in most cases, doesn’t add directly to your story.
Even though truism and tautology used masterfully could give a story a certain artistic quality, you should generally try to avoid them in your writing.
Critically look for statements in your writing that repeat themselves or are self-evident. These are unnecessary features of your writing that should be removed to improve precision and clarity in your story.
5. Avoid oversimplification
There is a fine line between improving clarity and oversimplification. Try to achieve the former, while eradicating the latter as much as possible.
We are talking about using short, concise, easy to understand and simple explanations, and avoiding dumbed down explanations that insult the intelligence of the reader and demonstrate a lack of breadth and depth.
That certainly calls for high critical thinking and judgment when writing or crafting a story.
6. Plan ahead
When selecting a topic for your story, brainstorm ideas for it beforehand. Make sure the topic you chose is right for the specific purpose. Think of your objectives and goals, and also what you represent.
By brainstorming and planning ahead, you’ll be better equipped to write a story that is concise, relevant, and properly organized.
One grand factor of planning is organization. To plan ahead and do it well, you need to prioritize and reorganize your concepts, ideas, and arguments well.
In other words, you need a chronology of ideas and arguments. Use careful discretion and judgment to create a plan that makes sense and demonstrates your critical thinking abilities.
7. Define your approaches
In writing, you need arguments and ideas. But, you cannot just toss them around anyhow and expect them to make sense.
Instead, you’ll not only need good organization and planning skills, but also a strategy or an approach for presenting them in the most effective way possible.
As soon as you have all the evidence and material ready for use in your story, analyze the strengths and weaknesses of your sources and the arguments they raise. This will help you define the best possible approach for using the evidence and material in your story.
While you take care of this part, remember that each and every argument and evidence used in your story should be as reasonable as it is valid.
8. Break down your arguments
To better present the relationships between arguments in your story, and to find the best writing approach, break down arguments into smaller, easy to understand parts. For this purpose, you can use priority ranking, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, making inferences, and drawing conclusions.
Cons of Not Using Critical Thinking in Your Writing
If you are thinking applying critical thinking in writing is too much of a hassle, then understand that not incorporating critical thinking leads to poor writing.
And it’s easy to detect the effects of not using critical thinking in writing. Some of the obvious signs of not applying critical thinking is a piece of writing include:
	Relationships between concepts aren’t clearly described, but only summarized or alluded to.
	The arguments or thesis are repetitive and don’t relate to the rest of the story.
	Poor or no order whatsoever in the presentation of arguments, summaries, and evidence.
	No chronology or sequel in sentences, arguments, and or paragraphs.
	Weak summaries or summaries with no order.
	Relationships between arguments aren’t fully developed.
	Heavy use of truisms, tautologies, and or abstractions.

If you want to write powerfully and ensure your stories (be they blogs, essays, or reports) yield results and impact readers , you have to improve clarity and add informational value. The only way to do this is by employing critical thinking in your writing.
Critical thinking is an essential skill and practice not just for good writing, but also for effective storytelling within your writings.
Alexandra Reay is a journalist, writer, and editor. She is also a professional content writer who enjoys researching and writing on the topics of self-improvement, technology innovations, and global education development. Follow her on Twitter .  
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Evaluating a Text
Introduction: critical thinking.

[image: importance of analytical and critical thinking for reading and writing]That’s where critical thinking comes in. The “critical” in critical thinking does not mean that you’re finding fault with a text.  On the other hand, it does mean that you evaluate a text to see how well it works, in order to decide the worthiness or quality of the author’s ideas.  Evaluation is based on objective (not subjective or emotional) criteria: the text’s main idea, the relevance and quality of the evidence supporting that main idea, and how the author presents that main idea. Since so many different things can be defined as text—an email, a television commercial, a blog post, an election campaign platform—in addition to a written article, the ability to evaluate a text is an important transferable skill.
The video below discusses critical thinking within the context of reading.

Critical thinking depends on analysis. According to The American Heritage Dictionary , analysis is “the separation of an intellectual or material whole into its constituents parts for individual study.”  [2]   Analytical reading starts with finding and understanding a main idea, but then considers the validity of that main idea by studying its parts, to see how logically they fit together. The parts of a text fall into those two main categories, content and language, and include things such as the author’s main idea, supporting ideas/evidence, purpose, assumptions, point of view, and tone—the devices or tools that authors use. You’ll ask and answer many questions based on the parts of a text, such as the following:
	Is the text’s main idea or assertion reasonable and logical?
	Are there underlying assumptions or perspectives that affect the text’s content and language?
	How does the language influence the way a reader understands the text?
	and more…

For example, if you examine the text of an ad for clothing detergent, you may find that the author an author manipulates language and content to persuade you to accept a certain point of view that may not be fully supported or logically valid. The ad may provide an opinion from a “real” parent, speaking emotionally in a sincere tone, that Brand X gets his kids’ clothes cleaner than other brands. The ad may provide statistics to back up its claim: “four out of five parents prefer Brand X.” Yet how valid and valuable is this content?  How believable is the text’s claim?  Analyzing the parts of the ad’s text will help you determine its value.
It’s even more important to think critically and analytically to evaluate a text when an author manipulates the parts of a text in a less obvious way, in a magazine article, a political speech, a source for a research paper, or an appeal for funds. As a critical reader, you need to be able to identify the author’s techniques so you can decide whether to accept or question the message in the text. Understanding critically and analytically how a text works will help you determine its value.
[1] Wording of the evaluation question quoted from Duncan, Jennifer, modified by Michael O’Connor. Reading Critically handout. The Writing Centre, University of Toronto Scarborough. https://www.stetson.edu/other/writing-program/media/CRITICAL%20READING.pdf
[2] The American Heritage Dictionary. https://ahdictionary.com/word/search.html?q=analysis
	Introduction: Critical Thinking. Authored by : Susan Oaks. Project : Introduction to College Reading & Writing. License : CC BY-NC: Attribution-NonCommercial
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	video Critical Thinking and Reading. Authored by : Marc Franco. Provided by : Snap Language. Located at : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOGvwPmKOqQ&t=36s . License : Other . License Terms : YouTube video
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Tips on How to Use Critical Thinking in Reading and Writing

[image: critical thinking for reading and writing]Have you ever heard of the phrase, “to read between the lines?” It means digging deeper into the text you’ve just read, or not taking it at face value. Reading between the lines means understanding what you’ve read and making judgments based on what you’ve read.
Reading between the lines is reading with critical thinking . And this skill is an important asset to have, no matter what career or future you want in life. But what exactly is critical thinking and how can you use it in reading and writing?
Examples of Critical Reading
Critical reading is the use of critical thinking in reading. You’ll have most likely encountered this during your school years, when an exam lets you read a passage or essay and then asks you questions about the text you’ve just read.
A simple example of critical reading would be:
John came inside the house, dripping water from the top of his head down to the soles of his shoes.
Simple reading would tell you that: 1) There’s a person named John, 2) and he’s wet.
But using critical thinking in reading, you would know that: 1) There’s a person named John, 2) it’s raining outside, 3) he didn’t have an umbrella or raincoat.
The sentence about John never mentioned any rain or umbrellas, so how do you know what was going on? With the use of critical thinking, you made logical inferences based on the scenario and facts stated in the text.
Why is Critical Thinking Important in Reading and Writing?
Critical thinking is important because you’ll need it to decipher the nuances that are hidden within a simple text. Or, if you are writing to someone, you can tell something in a not-so straightforward manner. In creative fiction, this makes for a more unique and dynamic storytelling, which will be more enjoyable to the reader.
Critical thinking in reading and writing will also enhance and train your brain into using this skill in every day events. Critical thinking is also important in judging fact from opinion, and making your own opinions based on facts and logic.
How to Use Critical Thinking in Reading?
Here are some tips on how to use or train your brain into reading critically:
	Set Aside Your Judgments. Your personal thoughts and opinions might cloud your interpretation of the text. Approach it with an open mind and let the author speak to you through their words.
	Learn to Spot Factual Sources. Anyone can just post anything on the internet, and claim it as fact. The reason why so many people fall prey to hoaxes and unscientific claims is because they didn’t exercise critical thinking when reading. Learn how to differentiate facts from opinions by looking at the source(s). Are they credible? Are they backed by research or studies? Is there more than one source? Is it linking or quoting research, surveys, or studies?
	Do a Second (or Even Third) Reading. Have you ever experienced hearing a song and thinking the lyrics were one thing, but then you actually looked for the lyrics and found out it was completely different? Sometimes the true meaning can go completely unnoticed if you breeze through the text too quickly. The best thing to do is to read the text more than once. The first reading is to get a general understanding of the material or text. The next ones are for a more thorough analysis. Don’t breeze through your second reading.
	Question. Don’t take the text presented to you at face value. Question it, then find the answers within the text itself. Questions such as, “What is it that this text is really trying to tell? What are the things implied in the context? How are the things described in the text relate to each other?” By questioning the text, you can explore more of what the author wants to tell that were left unwritten.
	Interpret and Evaluate. If you have understood a piece of text, you’ll be able to rewrite it after reading. But that is simple reading. When you read with critical thinking skills, you’ll be able to interpret the text and add your own thoughts and opinions. For instance, in the example given above, you can interpret it as John has forgotten to bring an umbrella, and evaluate it as saying John is forgetful. Neither of these things were told in the text, but with critical reading, you’ll be able to make these assumptions.

How to Use Critical Thinking in Writing?
If you want your readers to use their critical thinking skills when reading your text, try the following tips:
	Don’t Underestimate Your Audience. Knowing your audience is the basic rule in writing. For them to understand you, you need to get on to their level and write as such. However, underestimating your audience is also something that will hinder critical reading. When you underestimate your audience, you’ll make things easy for them. For example, you’ll simply write “John forgot his umbrella and got wet in the rain” instead of the example given earlier. This might be okay if your audience are small children, but critical readers will get bored and frustrated.
	Show, Don’t Tell. This is something commonly used in creative fiction, but it can be useful in other kinds of writing, too. Showing rather than telling gives your readers the chance to analyze. For example, instead of simply telling your reader that John is sad, show your readers by saying something like, “John’s face darkened. The corners of his lips sagged. He trudged upstairs with heavy footsteps and locked himself in his bedroom, taking neither food nor drink for the night.” Which one made a clearer picture? The second passage never mentioned the phrase “John is sad,” yet the picture of a sad John is stronger within it.
	Plan Ahead and Draft Your Text. Much like having to read twice or thrice, planning and drafting before releasing the final text is the author’s way of analyzing their own writing. This is important in academic and business-related writings, because you’ll be able to gather all your evidence, line up your arguments, and present your case in a coherent flow.
	Have the Answer to All the Questions. Remember when you were advised to question the text so you can use critical thinking when reading? Well, your audience won’t be able to ask questions if you don’t have the answers. When planning out and drafting your work, make sure to answer these two questions: What is it that you’re really trying to say? And how are you going to show it?
	Leave a Bit of Elbow Room for Discussion. When doing opinionated pieces, don’t go too heavy-handed on your own opinions that it leaves your audience against a corner. State your opinion, based on facts and logical assumptions, but leave a bit of room so your readers can question, analyze, and decide for themselves if your opinions are right or otherwise. Much like showing than telling, creating an environment where readers can decide for themselves rather than shoving an opinion down their throats is the best way to use critical thinking in writing.

Critical thinking is a skill that can be used in so many aspects of life. This is why schools focus on developing and honing this skill early on. Two of the best ways to do this are by reading and writing.
Try the tips mentioned above the next time you read or write a piece. See if it makes you think critically!
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When you’re asked to write an assignment you might immediately think of an essay, and have an idea of the type of writing style that’s required.
This is likely to be a ‘discursive’ style, as often in an essay you’re asked to discuss various theories, ideas and concepts in relation to a given question. For those coming to study maths and science subjects, you might be mistaken in thinking that any guidance on writing styles is not relevant to you.
In reality, you’ll probably be asked to complete a range of different assignments, including reports, problem questions, blog posts, case studies and reflective accounts. So for the mathematicians and scientists amongst you, you’re likely to find that you’ll be expected to write more at university than perhaps you’re used to. You may be asked to write essays, literature reviews or short discussions, in which all the advice on this course, including the advice below, is of relevance. In addition, even writing up your equations or findings will require you to carefully consider your structure and style. Different types of assignment often call for different styles of writing, but within one assignment you might use a variety of writing styles depending on the purpose of that particular section.
Three main writing styles you may come across during your studies are:  descriptive ,  analytical  and  reflective . These will require you to develop your writing style and perhaps think more deeply about what you’ve read or experienced, in order to make more meaningful conclusions.
The diagram below shows examples of each of these writing styles. It takes as an example a trainee teacher’s experience within a classroom and shows how the writing style develops as they think more deeply about the evidence they are presented with.

[image: importance of analytical and critical thinking for reading and writing]All of these forms of writing are needed to write  critically . You’ll come across the term  critical  in lots of contexts during your studies, for example critical thinking, critical writing and critical analysis. Critical writing requires you to:
• view a topic from a variety of angles
• evaluate evidence
• present a clear conclusion
• and reflect on the limitations of your own argument.
So how will you know which writing style is needed in your assignments? As mentioned, most academic assignments will require a certain amount of description but your writing should mainly be analytical and critical. You’ll be given an assignment brief and marking guidelines, which will make clear the expectations with regards to writing style. Make sure you read these carefully before you begin your assignment.
It’s unlikely that you’ll be asked to only write  descriptively , though this form of writing is useful in certain sections of reports and essays. You’ll need elements of description in essays before you go on to analyse and evaluate. The description is there to help the reader understand the key principles and for you to set the scene. But description, in this case, needs to be kept to a minimum.
However  descriptive  writing is often used in the methodology and findings sections of a report, or when completing a laboratory report on an experiment. Here you’re describing (for instance) the methods you adopted so that someone else can replicate them should they need to. Descriptive writing focuses on answering the ‘what?’ ‘when’ and ‘who’ type questions.
Analytical  writing style is often called for at university level. It involves reviewing what you’ve read in light of other evidence. Analytical writing shows the thought processes you went through to arrive at a given conclusion and discusses the implications of this. Analytical writing usually follows a brief description and focuses on answering questions like: ‘why?’ ‘how?’ and ‘so what?’
Have a look at our LibGuide on Critical Analysis: Thinking, Reading, and Writing for more in-depth guidance on analytical writing.
Not all writing will require you to write  reflectively . However you might be asked to write a reflective account after a work placement or find that at the end of a report it might be appropriate to add some personal observations. This style of writing builds on analysis by considering the learning you’ve gained from practical experience. The purpose of the reflection is to help you to make improvements for the future and, as such, it is a more ‘personal’ form of academic writing often using the first person. Evidence still has a key role in reflective writing; it’s not just about retelling your story and how you felt. And evidence in the case of reflection will include your own personal experience which adds to the discussion. Reflective writing focuses on future improvements and answers questions like ‘what next?’
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	Introduction: Critical Thinking, Reading, & Writing
Critical thinking might be described as the ability to engage in reflective and independent thinking. In essence, critical thinking requires you to use your ability to reason. It is about being an active learner rather than a passive recipient of information. Critical thinkers rigorously question ideas and assumptions rather than accepting them ...




	Critical Analysis: Thinking, Reading, and Writing
Critical thinking matters beyond your studies: it helps you make more informed decisions in your everyday life, and is important for solving the biggest issues facing our societies today. This exercise will get you thinking about what else in life demands you to think critically.




	Reading & Writing to Analyze
Reading & Writing to Analyze. Analysis is a critical thinking skill you use quite often, in academic as well as professional and everyday reading and writing. You may analyze the argument in a text or article, the benefits of a business proposal, and/or the ideas offered in a news editorial or television news commentary.




	Critical Thinking
Critical thinking is fundamentally a process of questioning information and data. You may question the information you read in a textbook, or you may question what a politician or a professor or a classmate says. You can also question a commonly-held belief or a new idea. With critical thinking, anything and everything is subject to question ...




	The Link between Critical Reading, Thinking and Writing
Being critical is indeed a key skill you will need for your assessments, whether this be an essay, exam or oral presentation. But thinking critically is only the second step in a three-step process. This 'critical process' normally begins with critical reading and ends with critical writing (in the case of an essay); critical thinking comes ...




	1
Definition of Critical Thinking. "Critical Thinking is the intellectually disciplined process of actively and skillfully conceptualizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating information gathered from, or generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication, as a guide to belief and action.".




	Analytical Reading Unleashed: Delve Into Deeper Comprehension
TLDR Summary. Analytical reading involves actively engaging with a text, evaluating the author's intent, main arguments, and underlying assumptions, leading to deeper comprehension. Developing analytical reading skills can enhance cognitive functions, such as attention, memory, and critical thinking, and promote overall brain health.




	Critical Analysis: Thinking, Reading, and Writing
As such, it's important to keep your critical notes organised. These resources provide various templates for organising your notes. Use this note-taking table as a prompt when reading an academic source. When you begin reading a new source, save a blank copy of the table to your computer, and fill it out with your thoughts.




	3.1: Critical Thinking in College Writing
Since critical thinking and analysis are key elements of the reading and writing you will do in college, it is important to understand how they form a part of academic writing. No matter how intimidating the term "academic writing" may seem (it is, after all, associated with advanced writing and becoming an expert in a field of study ...




	Critical Analysis: Thinking, Reading, and Writing
This LibGuide introduces you to critical analysis, one of the most important aspects of studying at university, but also one of the most difficult to understand. This guide is designed to provide a conceptual overview of critical analysis, along with related concepts like evaluation, and then to give more practical guidance on how to introduce ...




	4
Critical writing depends on critical thinking. Your writing will involve reflection on written texts: that is, critical reading. [Source: Lane, 2021, Critical Thinking for Critical Writing] Critical writing entails the skills of critical thinking and reading. At college, the three skills are interdependent, reflected in the kinds of assignments ...




	2
The importance of reading as a literacy skill is without a doubt. It is essential for daily life navigation and academic success. ... [Source: Lane, 2021, Critical Thinking for Critical Writing] Step 3: Document your reading and form your own argument . ... The way the author explains the analytical progress, the concepts used, and arriving at ...




	Critical thinking
Set up a critical reading group or use an online discussion forum. Think about a point you would like to make during discussions in tutorials and be prepared to back up your argument with evidence. For more suggestions: Developing your critical thinking - ideas. Developing your critical thinking - ideas (Word rtf) Published guides




	Critical Thinking & Writing
Critical writing requires you to apply interpretation, analysis, and evaluation to the descriptions you have provided. Critical writing often responds to questions framed as 'how' or 'why'.Often, critical writing will require you to build an argument which is supported by evidence.. Some indicators of critical writing are:. Investigation of positive and negative perspectives on ideas




	4 The importance of critical thinking and analysis in ...
4 The importance of critical thinking and analysis in academic studies. ... Critical thinking and analysis are vital aspects of your academic life - when reading, when writing and working with other students. While critical analysis requires you to examine ideas, evaluate them against what you already know and make decisions about their merit ...




	PDF A Handbook for Analytical
Analytical writing connects to critical thinking, as in the adage: "Writing clarifies thought." Writing forces more clear recognition of the issues because explaining ideas to readers reveals gaps in logic. Also, writing invariably leads to new ideas, even for experts who understand a field. Finally,




	The Importance of Critical Thinking in Writing (and How to Apply It)
Critical thinking in writing is related to research in the way you deliberately search, analyze and evaluate ideas that you'll put on paper. However, critical thinking discriminates information and ideas to ensure you pick and use only the most appropriate, concise words and paragraphs that deliver messages powerfully and with great impact on ...




	Introduction: Critical Thinking
Critical thinking depends on analysis. According to The American Heritage Dictionary, analysis is "the separation of an intellectual or material whole into its constituents parts for individual study." [2] Analytical reading starts with finding and understanding a main idea, but then considers the validity of that main idea by studying its parts, to see how logically they fit together.




	Critical thinking in reading and writing
In creative fiction, this makes for a more unique and dynamic storytelling, which will be more enjoyable to the reader. Critical thinking in reading and writing will also enhance and train your brain into using this skill in every day events. Critical thinking is also important in judging fact from opinion, and making your own opinions based on ...




	PDF Thinking reading and writing: the role of critical thinking in
Workshop Run-down: Opening Presentation (10 mins) - The workshop will open with a short presentation to outline why we need to put critical thinking back on the agenda. Addressing the literature, workshop facilitators will clarify the link between critical thinking, reading and communication of thought (writing & speaking).




	What Is Analytical Thinking and How Can You Improve Your Analytical
Analytical thinking involves using a systemic approach to make decisions or solve problems. Analytical thinkers can better understand information and come to a sensible conclusion by breaking it into parts. For instance, once analytical thinkers identify a problem, they typically gather more information, develop possible solutions, test them ...




	Descriptive, analytical and reflective writing
You'll come across the term critical in lots of contexts during your studies, for example critical thinking, critical writing and critical analysis. Critical writing requires you to: • view a topic from a variety of angles • evaluate evidence • present a clear conclusion • and reflect on the limitations of your own argument.




	Writing and Critical Thinking Through Literature (Ringo and Kashyap
No headers. This text offers instruction in analytical, critical, and argumentative writing, critical thinking, research strategies, information literacy, and proper documentation through the study of literary works from major genres, while developing students' close reading skills and promoting an appreciation of the aesthetic qualities of literature.




	Analytical Reading as an Effective Model for Enhancing Critical Thinking
The analysis was conducted in order to illustrate the relationship between critical thinking and reading comprehension and to show that critical thinking can be infused into everyday classroom ...
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